Language problems

Listen to the dialogue of a young man who wants to go to Brazil and how is coping with the language issue

Lady 
So John when are you off to Brazil?

John
Next December, so I’ve still got 6 months to become fluent in Portuguese

Lady
Are you having lessons?

John
Well, I’ve been doing a self study course at home, you know a grammar book with cassettes

Lady
Oh yes

John
So I know a bit of grammar.

Lady
What about speaking and listening?

John
That’s a problem. I don’t get much practice at that, but I do meet up with a Brazilian chap once a week. He’s over here learning English and wanted to exchange conversation with an English person so we spend an hour chatting in English and then an hour chatting in Portuguese.

Lady
That must be really useful?

John
Yes, it helps a lot but it’s not really enough. In August I’m starting an evening class in Business Portuguese which lasts for three months and before I’m going to do a full time business course.

Lady 
And how long does that take?

John
That’s four weeks, ten hours a week.

Lady
You should be fluent by then!

John
Well, I don’t know about that but hopefully I’ll be able to get by. It’s so important to know at least the basic language when not many people speak English.

